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1 INTRODUCTION
South Africa will continue to grapple with the obstacle of balancing environmental preservation with the substantial demand of economic growth. As climate change intensifies globally, the urgency for a more inclusive and sustainable model will become increasingly clear. In response, the South African government is expected to place greater emphasis towards establishing a green economy – one that promotes ecological flexibility while expanding economic opportunities. Given South Africa’s dependence on natural resources and continuous social and economic inequalities, adopting green economy strategies will be crucial. These strategies will aim to reduce environmental harm and support long-term development. This assignment will begin by defining key concepts, such as green economy, development, and sustainable development. It will then examine the origins and importance of these approaches in South Africa, followed by an analysis of government efforts, practical examples, challenges and success. Finally, the conclusion will evaluate their overall impact and potential for the future.
2 DEFINITION OF KEY TERMS
2.1 Green economy
Bova (2023:26) claims that the concept of a green economy describes an economic model that enhances human well-being and promotes social equity, while environmental damage and conserving natural resources.
2.2 Development
Feldman, Hadjimichael, Kemeny, Lanahan, (2015:5) claims that the theoretical grounding of the concept of development involves advancing the overall well-being of individuals and communities by enhancing living conditions, expanding access to essential services, and fostering economic and social progress. It is about creating opportunities for people to lead healthier, more productive and fulfilling lives.
2.3 Sustainable development
Van Genuchten (2025:1) states that the concept of sustainable development focuses on fulfilling current needs in such a way that preserves resources and opportunities for future generations. Moreover, it call for a deep shift in societal values, systems, and behaviours to ensure long-term balance between environmental, social and economic priorities.
2.4 Environment
According to Hossin, Abudu, Sai. (2024: 3545) the environment encompasses all the physical and biological components of the natural world that sustains life. It includes ecosystems and wildlife and air and water, as well as the ways in which humans interact with and impact these systems.  
2.5 Economic growth
Adamowicz (2022:158) claims that economic growth is the process through which a nation’s economy expands, producing more goods and services and generating higher levels of income and employment. It reflects a rising capacity to meet the needs of its population and improve the overall well-being of its population.
3 IMPORTANCE OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND GREEN ECONOMY
3.1 Importance of green economy 
Bova (2023:26) defines the green economy as an economic model that enhances human well-being and promotes social equity, while minimizing environmental degradation and conserving natural resources. This definition highlights the multidimensional nature of the green economy, which aligns closely with the three pillars of sustainability: environmental protection, social equity, and economic viability, Simon (2024). At its core, the green economy emphasises low-carbon development, resource efficiency and ecological integrity, while ensuring that economic benefits are equitably distributed across society. For instance, South Africa’s Green Hydrogen National Programme and Green Hydrogen Skills centre exemplifies initiatives that fosters innovation, reduces emissions and create employment opportunities in emerging green sectors. According to Borel-Saladin and Turok (2013:1) green jobs – such as those in renewable energy and sustainable agriculture – tend to be more labour intensive, offering significant potential for inclusive economic growth in regions with high unemployment, like South Africa. Moreover, the green economy supports a circular approach to production and consumption, reducing waste and promoting sustainable resource use, as expressed by the Green Economy Coalition’s five principles, which is well-being, justice, efficiency and good governance, Gec (2020). The transition towards a green economy is not solely a shift in government policy, but a transformative framework that redefines prosperity by integrating ecological sustainability with human development. Thereby, it fosters resilience and long-term sustainability.
3.1 Importance of sustainable development 
Van Genuchten (2025:1) states that the concept of sustainable development focuses on fulfilling current needs in such a way that preserves resources and opportunities for future generations. Moreover, this calls for a deep shift in societal values, and behaviours to ensure long-term balance between environmental, social and economic priorities. This perfectly aligns with the Bruntland Report (1987), which defines sustainable development as, “development that meet the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.” Mensah (2019:1) claims that the three pillars of sustainability must be viewed as interdependent and mutually reinforcing to ensure responsible human action and effective policymaking. Hence, the importance of sustainable development lies in its capacity to promote inclusive growth while protecting natural ecosystems. For example, Singapore’s urban planning strategies, such as the Gardens by the Bay, demonstrates how sustainable infrastructure can integrate green buildings, renewable energy and water conservation. Additionally, sustainable development also plays a critical role in mitigating climate change, as seen in Indias Nehru National Solar mission, which aims to expand access to clean energy while reducing reliance on fossil fuels. Moreover, the United Nations’ seventeen sustainable development goals (SDGs) provides the global framework for tackling poverty, climate change, and inequality through supportive action. Hence, sustainable development is not merely a theoretical foundation but a practical development on resilient societies and preserving the planet for generations to come.
Ultimately, the green economy serves as a practical pathway to achieving sustainable development, as both concepts are indeed linked together through their shared commitment to balancing ecological integrity, social equity, and economic resilience for present and future generations. 
4 HISTORICAL ORIGINS OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND GREEN ECONOMY IN SOUTH AFRICA
The historical origins of sustainable development and the green economy in South Africa are rooted in both global and environmental movements and in the country’s unique socio-political transformation. Globally, the concept of sustainable development is rooted within the 1987 Bruntland Report, defining sustainable development as, “development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.” This global framework laid the foundation for integrating environmental, social and economic goals. The end of Apartheid in 1994 in South Africa marked a pivotal moment, as the newly voted democratic government faced the ultimatum of redressing inequalities while fostering inclusive and sustainable growth. The 1996 constitution enshrined environmental rights in section 24, promising every citizen the right to an environment that is not harmful to their health or well-being and mandating the state to promote conservation and sustainable development. Adding to this mandate, South Africa adopted the National Framework for Sustainable Development (NFSD) in 2008, which established a national vision for sustainability and laid the foundation for strategic intervention across key sectors. Following this framework is the National Strategy for Sustainable Development and Action Plan from 2009-2014, which supports the NFSD through five strategic priorities, including the transition towards a green economy, enhancing ecosystem resilience, and responding to climate change. The green economy emerged as a complimentary approach, which emphasised low-carbon development and job creation within environmental sectors. For instance, the government recognised the green economy policies as vital tools for sustainable development and poverty eradication through the country's active participation in the Rio+20 conference in 2012. The green Economy Accord, which was signed in 2011, also stipulates one of the most comprehensive social assistance programs on green jobs globally. It brought together government, labour, business, and civil society to commit to initiatives such as installing one million solar water heaters, expanding renewable energy, and promoting clean technologies. The cornerstone of this transition was the Renewable Energy Independent Power Producer Procurement programme (REIPPPP), launched in 2011, attracted over R256 Billion private investments. Collectively, these developments illustrate South Africa’s progressive and multifaceted approach towards embedding sustainable development and green economic principles within its national framework.
5 HOW THE GREEN ECONOMY FOSTERS SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT IN SOUTH AFRICA
5.1 Interaction between green economy and sustainable development
The green economy provides the framework that directly enforces the objectives of sustainable development. This is because it promotes resource efficiency and a more inclusive socio-economic transformation, all of which are essential pillars of sustainability. The Department of Environmental Affairs (2011:15) called for the National Framework for Sustainable Development (NFSD), which outlines South Africa’s vision of a sustainable and economically sustainable nation. This framework demonstrates how green economy principles are embedded in nation building and reinforcing the idea that environmental protection and economic progress are not mutually exclusive. Moreover, South Africa’s dedication and participation in the United Nation’s Partnership for Action on Green Economy (PAGE), illustrates this dedication. Thus, the green economy provides a practical and policy-driven pathway towards sustainable development outcomes	
5.2 The role the South African government in fostering green economy
Borel-Saladin and Turok (2013:1) claims that the South African government plays an essential role towards deriving the transition towards a green economy through setting policies, funding programmes and susceptible coordination between the private sector and civil society. For example, the Renewable Energy Independent Power Producer Procurement Programme (REIPPPP) which was introduced in 2011, in order to attract private investment into renewable energy. According to Eberhard and Naude (2016:11), this programme offers long-term contracts and incentives, where government ensures growth in clean energy while reducing current reliance on fossil fuels. Additionally, the Green Economy Accord of 2011, enshrined that government, labour and businesses agreed in installing one million solar water heaters and supporting green skills development. The Department of Economic Development (2011:4) called for governments’ role in coordinating multiple stakeholders towards a shared sustainability agenda. Ultimately, the government’s role towards fostering the green economy lies in the creation of effective frameworks. According to Mensah (2019:2) the interventions in generating green jobs, protecting ecosystems, while still advancing economic growth, directly aligns with sustainable development. 
5.3 Key sectors expected to drive South Africa’s green economy by the government
The Department of Environmental Affairs (2011:15) called for immediate action for the South African government to identify several priority sectors towards piloting the transition of a green economy, hence, focusing on areas that reduce environmental harm, while promoting strong economic growth and job creation. An important sector lies with sustainable transportation, offering expansion of public systems, and leading towards the solution of electric vehicles. For example, the Gautrain systems, existing in Johannesburg, demonstrates how carbon-neutral alternatives can reduce congestion and emissions, improving mobility of urban citizens. The Department of Transport (2017:23) called for the implementation of cleaner urban transport methods in an attempt in balancing economic growth and sustainable development. Ultimately, Nozulela (2025:4) this has caused a surge in Gautrain rides as train fares declined by 50% for individuals, which was made possible through the initiative of KlevaMova. However, there are concerns whether this may add continuous pressure on households, as the rails and trains will need servicing. Additionally, the waste management and recycling sector is also seen as a critical aspect of the green economy. Government initiatives such as the National Waste Management Strategy of 2020, encourages recycling, and waste-to-energy recycling. According to Godfrey and Oelofse (2017:4), the City of Johannesburg’s separation of waste programme has helped reduce waste pressures, while creating informal sector jobs of waste collection and recycling. Moreover, sustainable agriculture promotes food security while reducing environmental degradation. The Agricultural Policy Action Plan (APAP) supports farmers in adopting practices such as effective irrigation systems and organic farming. Thus, this initiative helps farmers in improving yields while conserving scarce water resources. Hence, these key sectors illustrate how government policy targets industries with the highest potential for climate mitigation, economic growth and social inclusion, in steering South Africa toward a low-carbon and inclusive economy. 	
5.4 Benefits for fostering green economy strategies in South Africa
Green economy strategies in South Africa steers the pathway that extends beyond environmental protection. UNEP (2011:3) claims that fostering a green economy poses multiple benefits in contributing to positive economic growth, job creation and social development. One of the most noticeable benefits is employment creation, namely, “green jobs”, which rooted from the transition to renewable energy, sustainable agriculture. This type of work is more labour intensive than traditional grey industries. According to Borel and Turok (2013:2), sectors in wind energy provides outstanding employment opportunities in construction and maintenance, which is extremely valuable in a country like South Africa currently scraping high unemployment. Furthermore, job creation is a driver factor to the green economy because it not only addresses poverty but also expands skills in emerging industries, supporting economic development. Another key benefit is refined energy reliability and security. The REIPPPP reduces the dependence on traditional coal fire generation, like Eskom, Libera (2025:3) which has been unreliable due to ageing infrastructure and corruption. According to Eberhard and Naude (2016:13) changing energy sources, especially in South Africa enables more stable power supply, meeting international climate targets. Additionally, green economy strategies enhance overall environmental sustainability. Sustainable agriculture and water conservation helps safeguard food and water security in drought-prone areas, like the Kalahari. Hence, the improvement in environmental sustainability, ensures the protection of natural resources for future generations. Thus, the benefits of green economy collectively contribute to sustainable development by balancing economic growth with ecological preservation and social equity.
5.5 Government initiatives in promoting green economy in South Africa
The aim in balancing economic development with environmental sustainability in order to promote the green economy is laid out by the South African government rolling out initiatives. The shift towards sustainable alternatives as a national priority, is important because South Africa’s dependence on coal and resource-intense industries has contributed heavily to climate change and energy insecurity and ecological degradation. The most significant initiative is the REIPPPP, launched in 2011, in collaboration with private investment towards renewable energy. According to Eberhard and Naude (2016:12) the mobilisation of this programme has generated billions of rand in investment and job creation in the green sector. This programme is a critical indicator that demonstrates how government can create effective policy frameworks in a mission to encourage private sector participation in addressing concurrent carbon emission challenges. Moreover, the Green Economy Accord of 2011, brought together government, businesses and citizens to commit to projects such as installing solar heaters and promoting skills development, Dawood (2025:4). This just explains how much this initiative matters, as it indicates how coordination between stakeholders can accelerate South Africa’s progress towards sustainable development. Hence, government initiatives in promoting sustainable development illustrates the government's central role in enabling conditions in the drive towards green economy.
6 CHALLENGES IN FOSTERING GREEN ECONOMY AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT IN SOUTH AFRICA
South Africa faces significant challenges in fostering a green economy, and achieving sustainable development due to economic, social and structural limitations. According to Mirzania, Gordon, Balta-Ozkan, Sayan and Marais, (2023:10) a major reason for this is South Africa’s heavy reliance on coal which nevertheless supplies 80% of electricity. This probes a major concern in energy insecurity, which is a key driver of slow economic growth, due to many industries not being able to continue operating without having reliable energy for production. Not only does this pose a risk on sustainable development in South Africa but also hinders the countries’ ability towards a green economy. According to Borel and Turok (2013:3) transitioning away from coal also threatens workers in the mining sector, hence creating political resistance and social tension towards the shift. A relevant example is Eskom’s dependency on coal-fired power stations, which not only poses heavy degradation towards carbon emissions but also makes the economy extremely vulnerable to air pollution and international resistance, offering South Africa penalties for high carbon emissions. Furthermore, Burkard (2025:3) strengthens the argument of South Africa’s high carbon emissions, mentioning that the South African government is seeking potential solar partnerships with the private sector, in an attempt in shifting away from traditional fossil fuels. Hence, this is seen as a practical method in fostering a green economy. However, a challenge that arises with this is sustainable development, as environmental areas, will be at risk. Thus, it is important for the government to not mutually exclude sustainable development from green economy. Another relevant example is the limited financial and technical capacity of the state, which hinders large-scale investment in renewable energy, sustainable transportation and waste management. According to Godfrey and Oelofse (2017:5) many municipalities in rural communities, such as in Limpopo, the lack of infrastructure in implementing water conservation programs resulted in uneven progress, leaving many community members deprived of moving forward towards a green economy, while the rest of the country moves ahead of its counterparts. In strengthening this challenge, Nyoni (2025:4) stated that the infrastructure backlog continues to delay Limpopo’s economic growth, resulting in uneven economic distribution across South Africa, due to a lack of sufficient resources. Therefore, the challenge of fostering a green economy in South Africa lies not only in effective policies but also in ensuring sufficient resources.
7 SUCCES STORIES OF GREEN ECONOMY STRATEGIES IN SOUTH AFRICA 
Several and successful stories have been recorded in implementing green economy strategies, which demonstrates the potential of sustainable development when government, business and communities collaborate. Targeted policies and investment frameworks have created the ultimate platform in enabling green initiatives to thrive. This success is partly driven by robust and multi-sectoral engagement such as the REIPPPP, which has attracted more than R200 billion in private investment since 2011, hence, Juta and Kruger (2022:48) claims that this success has provided thousands of job opportunities and added over 6,000 megawatts of clean electricity to the national grid. According to Eberhard and Naude (2016:12) the reason this matters is that streamlined policy frameworks, which is supported by the financial sector’s deep involvement, has resulted in mega “bankable” projects, catalysing South Africa’s efforts towards a decentralized, resilient energy mix. Thus, this success story assists in sustainable development, through the use of clean energy. Additionally, the Pele Green Energy-Glencore joint venture to construct 100 megawatts of solar power in the Free State, Reuters (2024:4) funded by a R2.1 billion. Hence, this story exemplifies renewable energy’s strong commercial viability and the private sector’s involvement in green infrastructure. Therefore, this showcases the South African governments’ coherence through government policy paired with financial structuring and private sector engagement. 
8 CONCLUSION
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